3/1/12   The Marucci CAT 5 33-inch non-wood baseball bat has been decertified and is not legal for NFHS play in 2012 even though bats currently purchased will show the BBCOR mark. Only the 33 inch version is illegal. Other lengths...32", 34", etc. are still approved for use in 2012 as long as they have the requisite BBCOR mark.
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The bat below Marucci CAT 5 33-inch non-wood baseball bat is now not legal
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To All:
 
There were a couple of question after our meeting last night.
1. Bats:  Bamboo legal or not 

2. Timing of the 1 min between ½ innings 

As for the timing issue:  The book says the clock is to start when the last defensive player cross the foul line.  We also got word that the 1 min starts when the pitcher gets to the rubber.  If the pitcher hustle out we should have a problem.  If he/ the pitcher doesn’t want to listen to your request to hustle out, we will give him a warning, making sure the coach know this warning has been given.  Than if the problem continues than Start taking warm up pitch away
 
Bat response Below:
 
I ask John Herr these 2 question:
 
1. A coach ask me, if a bamboo bat that has a BBCOR.50 label be legal? 

2. Can a bat just have the BBCOR label without the .50, or must it have BBCOR .50 .  I said it must have the whole thing 

John’s Response:
 
        1>Bamboo must have BBCOR label.    Casebook play 1.3.2-page 7.
 
         2>I agree.  Silk Screen should have BBCOR .50 on the Barrel      The only exception is the Rip- It bat.
 
Below is a follow up form Marty and the NFHS Director
 
Note from Marty:

Regarding the Rip-It bats:  Elliot is unsure how the repaired and recertified bats will be marked.  Whether the recertification mark is permanent or merely a sticker, we are to accept the bat as legal.

 

Marty took this one step further:  we are to accept as legal any BBCOR Rip-It bat whether or not it has a recertification marking on it.  

 

Elliot has asked umpires to notify the PIAA of any Rip-It bats they see (providing feedback whether a recert. mark is on the bat and whether it's a sticker or permanent) and the PIAA will, in turn, share that info. with Elliot.  Obviously both the PIAA and the NFHS will benefit from learning what umpires are actually dealing with on the field.

 
Greetings,
Last week it was brought to my attention that some umpires have identified the Rip-It bat as being non-compliant due to the positioning of the BBCOR .50 certification mark on the taper instead of on the barrel.  This was very observant of them and a correct interpretation.  However, the NFHS has had discussions with the Rip-It management group about this issue and an agreement was worked out to extend to them an administrative remedy to permit their bats to be allowed in high school competition.  Please share this information with your officials that the Rip-It product with the BBCOR .50 certification mark on the taper of the bat instead of the barrel is compliant with the NFHS baseball rules due to an administrative remedy.  
 Another point regarding Rip-It products, at some point last year, the NCAA de-certified the Rip-IT bat due to performance issues.  The company recalled all the bats, repaired them and had them re-certified.  The bats that were repaired have a "re-certified" sticker on the barrel.  I want to advise you that they are compliant because they now meet the BBCOR standard.  Thank you for your immediate attention to this matter.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me directly.  Thank you again and have a great baseball season.
B. Elliot Hopkins, MLD, CAA
NFHS Baseball Rules Editor
Please note:
 
We are hearing of bat Manufactures recalling bats to repair them to make them complainant to the BBCOR .50.  But they are putting labels on them, these bats will be legal
 
 
One last thing From Marty
 
Gentlemen,
 
Marty asked me to pass on to you some follow-ups from Saturday’s meeting as you prepare for your interpretation meeting.  These comments come directly from Elliot Hopkins via Marty.
1. Coach asking for inspection of other teams equipment.  This coach can only ask for the inspection before the game not during the contest. If one asks you might as well do both because the other is going to ask as well. 

2. The one minute clock for the reliever starts when he throws the first warm-up pitch. It does not start when he is summoned from the field or bullpen. 

3. This one seems like common sense.  The fight rule states that if a player leaves the vicinity of his position (Marty’s words) is ejected when a fight breaks out. The exception is if a fight breaks out at the end of an inning and the outfielders are running into the dugout they will not be penalized unless they join the altercation. 

 
If any Question come up get back to me and we will make sure we provide the correct answer
 
Thanks
 
Mike Mentzer
111 Columbia Drive
Coatesville, PA  19320
610-383-4727  Home
484-883-4424  Cell
e-mail:  michael.mentzer@perkinelmer.com
 
