BRANDYWINE BASEBALL UMPIRES CHAPTER OF P.I.A.A.

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

Article 1  Name

The name of this organization shall be the BRANDYWINE BASEBALL UMPIRES CHAPTER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (PIAA).

Article 2  Purpose

The purpose of the organization shall be to:

1. Encourage, and promote the ideals of umpiring, and maintain a code of standards and ethics, which when applied to officiate an athletic baseball contest, will provide for the development of good character, good sportsmanship, and good citizenship to all who participate.

2. Study appropriate rules and their intent, to provide for uniform rule interpretations and to progressively improve the quality of baseball umpiring.

3. Provide instruction in approved mechanics to progressively improve the consistency of officiating during athletic baseball contests.

4. Cooperate with the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association (PIAA) and adopt the constitution and bylaws of the PIAA Chapters of Registered Sports Officials.

5. Cooperate with the appropriate National and State rules making bodies in the advancement of baseball as a recognized wholesome form of physical development.

Article 3  Membership

1. Membership is open to all baseball umpires in good standing with the PIAA regardless of race, color, creed or gender. 

2. Upon written application, honorary membership may be granted, by Chapter action, to any official who voluntarily ceases to be active, provided however, the official has served a minimum of fifteen (15) years on active status.

3. Associate membership is offered to umpires who are not members of the PIAA but wish to improve their umpiring skills.  Associate members shall share no entitlements other than the opportunity to enhance their skill and knowledge in the craft of baseball umpiring.
Article 4  Fees and Dues

1. Annual dues for individual members, payable to the Chapter Treasurer, shall be due and payable by the last scheduled meeting in March.

2. Annual dues will be set by the Executive Committee and voted and approved by simple majority present at a scheduled meeting. 

3. There will be a $5.00 fine for members not paying annual dues by the aforementioned deadline.

4. Annual dues for members granted honorary membership shall be waived by the Executive Committee.

5. Annual dues are waived for Associate membership.

6. Additional assessments, if any, for legitimate Chapter operating expenses may be made with the consent of a simple majority of the members present at a scheduled meeting.

Article 5  Officers

1. The Officers of this organization shall be members of PIAA and include: President, Vice-President, Rules Interpreter, Secretary, and Treasurer.

2. The Executive Committee, whose major role is to oversee the business of the Chapter by developing and maintaining Chapter policies and setting future plans and priorities for the Chapter, shall consist of all Officers and 2 elected Members at Large.  The last President in good standing shall be an ex-officio member of the Executive Committee but will not vote on issues.

3. The duties of each Officer shall be pertinent to the office as ordinarily performed by each Officer, or assigned by the President of the organization.

4. Any member who has been active in the Chapter for at least 2 years is eligible to run for any Office or Member at Large.

5. Each Officer and the Members at Large will serve a 1 year term with elections held each year.

6. Each Officer (excluding Rules Interpreter) may not hold the same office for more than 3 consecutive years.

Article 6  Meetings

1. There shall be a minimum of ten (10) Chapter meetings scheduled during each calendar year.

2. Each PIAA member must attend a minimum of six (6) regularly scheduled Chapter meetings.

3. The Chapter Secretary will keep a record of meeting attendance for all members.  The name of those members not meeting the minimum attendance requirement will be forwarded to the Executive Committee for punitive action.  (See Art. 7)

4. Mandatory, annual rules interpretation meetings are scheduled between Feb. 1 and March 10.  All members must attend a rules interpretation meeting and follow the guidelines set forth by the PIAA.

5. When the completion of section 2 or 4 imposes an undue hardship upon a member, the Executive Committee or the PIAA Executive Director may waive the required attendance for the individual.

Article 7  Discipline of Members

1. Grounds for Discipline:

a. For failure to comply with established authority or by-laws of the Chapter, delinquency in payment of dues, fines, penalties; or behavior contrary to the best interests of officiating; a member may be fined, placed on probation, or suspended from the Chapter through actions of the Executive Committee.

2. Right of a Hearing

a. A member charged with any violation shall be notified in writing and said member shall have the right to be heard (either through a written statement or in person) at a meeting of the Executive Committee to defend their actions.  This right will take place before any disciplinary action is taken by the Executive Committee.

b. Any decision rendered by the Executive Committee will be forwarded in writing to the member in violation.

3. Notice

a. Any member, who is suspended by the Executive Committee, will be notified by the Chapter secretary in writing that said member is no longer an active official in the Brandywine Baseball Umpires Chapter.

Article 8     Reinstatement of Suspended Officials

1.
An official who has been suspended for any length of time, and for any reason, may be reinstated.

Article 9  Voting

1. Each member of the Chapter, in good standing, shall have one vote on all questions.  The vote of the majority present for voting shall prevail in all matters, provided a quorum (1/2 + 1 of the membership), and a minimum of 3 officers are present for the purpose of voting. 

2. Absentee voting is permitted. An absentee vote may be in writing with signature or may be electronic, e.g. email (with an electronic signature mark). Either form of absentee vote must be available at the meeting during which the vote is made. Absentee voting is permitted for all voting required by the chapter, e.g. elections, By-Laws, etc. (Proposed 2/7/2012, Approved 2/22/2012)
3. Honorary members shall have full voting privileges. 

4. Associate members shall not have voting privileges in matters concerning the operation of the Chapter.

Article 10  Application

1. These by-laws may be amended after reading the proposed change at the second of two consecutive regular scheduled meetings of the general membership. 

2. A two-thirds majority of the general membership in attendance at the meeting upon which the by-law amendment is voted on will carry the amendment.

3. When more than one amendment is presented, each amendment will be considered separately unless there is unanimous agreement by the members present to vote collectively on the amendments presented.

Reviewed and Amended: 25-Feb-2008, 22-Feb-2012
Reviewed and Approved: 3-Mar-2008

